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Research on Musica Instruments of Taiwan Indigenous People

Ming li-kuo
( Center of General Education & Institute of Art Management, Nanhua University )

In addition to being just serving astools for music expression, musical instrumentsin
different cultures and societies may aso reflect various changesin materials, styles,
structures, functions, and symbolic meanings in association with different time
periods and locations.

Similar to the research on musical instruments by ethnomusicologists al over the
world, various methods have been utilized for recording, describing, and expressing
the context and goals of the research on music instruments of Taiwan Indigenous
people. We thus can gain better understanding of these instrumentsin different time
periods and places from pictures, recordings, and related literature. Meanwhile,
discussions and essays about musical instruments of Taiwan Indigenous people from
different academic disciplines have aso flourished.

Herein, the methodology of our current research will be presented on the basis of a
few subjects and special cases which can serve as introspection and suggestion for
improving the knowledge of the research topics.

Key word: Organology, Instruments of Taiwan Indigenous People, Jews harp, Musical
bow, Xylophone
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