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The Belief of Guo Ziyi: Using Yilan Zhu’an Shengtian

Temple as an Example

Assistant Professor, Lo Liang-Ping
Institute of Religious Studies, Nanhua University

Abstract
Guo Ziyi (697-781 AD), born in Zhengxian County, Huazhou (now Huazhou District,

Weinan City, Shaanxi Province). His ancestral home was Taiyuan, Shanxi Province. He was a
politician and military strategist in the Tang Dynasty. He served Emperor Xuanzong of Tang,
Emperor Suzong of Tang, Emperor Daizong of Tang, Emperor Dezong of Tang. In the four
dynasties, he served as the prime minister twice, pacified the An-Shi Rebellion and many other
disturbances, and was granted the title of Fenyang County King and Fenyang Zhongwu King.
During the An-Shi Rebellion, he was ordered to crusade against Li Guangbi of the Shuofang
Army and marched into Hebei, joined forces in Changshan (Zhengding, Hebei), defeated Shi
Siming, and recovered Hebei. He was the only one among the champions of all dynasties who
rose from the champion of martial arts to the prime minister, and he was also the one with
the most outstanding military exploits among the champions of martial arts in all dynasties.
Since Guo Ziyi was a great hero in the revival of the Tang Dynasty in the Tang Dynasty, with
outstanding military achievements. The current academic research on Guo Ziyi mainly discusses
Guo Ziyi’s great achievements in rebuilding the Tang Dynasty from the historical level, and
seldom discusses Guo Ziyi from the perspective of religion belief and worship. There are quite
a lot of palaces and temples in Taiwan, and the gods enshrined are also dazzling. However, Guo
Ziyi, a famous Tang Dynasty general who was dedicated to pacifying the An-Shi Rebellion, is
extremely rare. Therefore, this article attempts to explore the current situation of Guo Ziyi’s belief
in Taiwan. Discuss the important meaning and development status of Guo Ziyi’s belief, as well as

the various religious activities of Shengtian Temple and its influence on the local belief circle.

Keywords: Guo Ziyi, Fenyang King, Shengtian Temple
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