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An Ethical Inquiry into Moral Decision
Making as Formulated by Zhuxi:
Taking Tang Junyi as Guide

Chen, Shih-Chen*

[Abstract]

This paper explores how Zhuxi bases the possibility of moral decision on the
subject of human practice, using the scholarly work of Tang Junyi as a guide for
understanding Zhuxi’s apporach to morality. This subject of human practice is one that
can cultivate the heart-mind, grounding morality itself in the human capacity for
understanding and accepting responsibility for their actions. Zhuxi’s understands the
heart-mind as residing between moral law and human desire, and the subject of practice
is one with the capacity to cultivate that hear-mind, generating the capacity for moral
choice. He frames this subject not in terms of the originary heart (benxin), but in terms
of a being with the capacity for moral choice, one who is attuned to both the principle
of universe (tianli) as well as the drives of human desire. In this way, the moral
responsibility of diverse actions become legible.

Keywords: heart-mind for moral decision, consciousness between moral law and
human desire, unity between the originary heart-mind and the human

heart-mind, moral decision.
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